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Introduction
 This survey program is intended to
gather feedback to support
community planning efforts by
collecting input on aspects of
Platteville’s policies, resources,
facilities and daily life. Outreach to
stakeholders was conducted to
ensure that residents’ needs and
desires are considered as
Platteville looks to the future.
 The Town of Platteville will use this
feedback and research analysis to
help shape community efforts to
update the Town’s Comprehensive
Plan.
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Research Methods
1 = Invitation Survey

Cover letters were mailed to every residential address in
Platteville using a utility billing mailing list, with instructions to
complete online through password protected website (1
response per household). The link was also shared on various
platforms including the Platteville website and social media
(Nextdoor.com).

240 Invitation surveys completed
2 = Urban Growth Area (UGA) Survey

A second version of the survey was mailed to households
outside of the Town of Platteville using an additional utility
mailing list. Because there is a small sample size from the UGA,
some caution should be used when interpreting results.

19

259

Total
Surveys
Completed

Urban Growth Area surveys completed
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Key Findings
The survey program was based on invitations to participate sent to all residents. Additionally, surveys were
sent to residents in the Urban Growth Area, the unincorporated lands that surround Platteville. Survey
responses from both groups were tabulated separately.
Respondents are generally happy with the direction of the Town. A total of 39% of Platteville respondents
feel that the town has improved over time, 38% feel it has stayed the same, and only 19% feel that it has
gotten worse. Analyzed by time in Platteville, respondents generally feel the town is improving. When asked
what factors most influence their response, common themes were improved maintenance, small town and
sense of community, and general sentiments towards Town services.
The top aspects of the Town of Platteville are the small town-feel and quiet community with close proximity to
larger cities.
Virtually all respondents, including residents and UGA residents, agree that planning for future water availability
should be a top priority. A total of 95% rated it as a 3 or 4 with 4 being “top priority”. When analyzed by area of
town, there are few differences with respondents from all areas agreeing that of water planning for the future is a
priority. Most respondents feel that an adequate and suitable water supply should be the first priority for the
Town, followed by water conservation efforts, and water systems planning.

Key Findings
The survey asked respondents to rank environmental programs that should be given the greatest emphasis.
Water conservation rated highest, followed by maintaining the tree canopy. Energy efficiency and renewable
sources and solar energy ranked near the bottom of the list.
Respondents rated their priorities toward several transportation options for the Town of Platteville. The
highest rated choice was to “Pursue bus/transportation options of seniors and people needing
assistance.” However, all choices received over 29% levels of priority support (ratings of 4 or 5) from
residents of Platteville. There was also high support for investments to address safety and vehicles with
the top priorities being reducing traffic congestion and partnering with other agencies on regional
transportation systems.
Nearly every example of economic development received priority support from respondents. The most
popular actions are retaining and expanding local restaurants and maintaining the downtown business core.

Residents believe that there is too little housing for older adults and seniors. According to about a third of
residents, the number of modular and mobile homes is too high. Most residents agree that there is an
adequate number of patio homes and alley loaded homes.

Key Findings
Many respondents feel that the Town of Platteville’s vision statement holds true, with 65% of respondents
agreeing that the statement fits the town well. Only 12% of respondents do not agree that the vision statement
fits the town.
High priority improvements for the future as rated by respondents are acquisition and protection of open
lands, and maintenance of the town’s current size and character. Working cooperatively with schools/joint
use of facilities is also a high priority action.

Nearly all residents stated that the utility bill newsletter, Everbridge phone system, or social media are their
preferences to receive information about Platteville.

Living in Platteville

Length of Residency in Platteville
About a quarter of respondents have lived in Platteville for 1-5 years and another quarter for more than 20 years.
The average length of time in the community is 14.2 years, with those in the Urban Growth Area having lived in the
area slightly longer.
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Location in Platteville
Responding residents of Platteville live in various areas of town, with most in the Central Area 1 (58%) or the
Northwest area (25%). The majority of the Urban Growth Area residents reported that they live east of town.
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General Conditions Over Time
A total of 39% of Platteville respondents feel that the town has improved over time, 38% feel it has stayed the
same, and only 19% feel that it has gotten worse. Most of the Urban Growth respondents feel that the Platteville
area has stayed the same.
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General Conditions Over Time
Organized by the length of time in the community, those that have lived in the area longer, feel that it has
improved. However, a segment of long-time residents are also relatively likely to say that it has gotten worse
as a place to stay.

12

Factors Most Affecting General Conditions
Open Ended Comments

Residents were asked to provide input on factors that played a large part in their perspective on the Town’s general
conditions. Out of 192 responses, larger themes included town maintenance, community atmosphere, general
services and the effects of increased development.

Maintenance

“Got paved roads. Can see
improvements in town like
sidewalks and keeping the town
clean.”
“Downtown area is dead.
Businesses are closed.
Apartments look shameful.
Laundromat is closed, everyone
goes to Fredrick, Johnstown.
Doubletree is gone, I don't invite
anyone here from out of town.”

Community

“Platteville seems more like a
bedroom community. I don’t
think this is a bad thing.”
“I would like to see more
opportunities for teens to young
adults. There's nothing for the
14–24-year-old people. They
have to leave to find jobs,
significant others, any activity
other than sports. While this is
an amazing town to raise
children, because of the size,
we're losing out on what other
age groups have to offer.”

Services

Development

“The sidewalks, plants and road
improvements have been
wonderfully improved. Harvest
Daze has stepped up with rides
and music.”

“New businesses coming to
town or thriving in town (ex 711,
main street businesses), new
fire station/EMS facility, new
sewage lagoon system (coming)
and the "old town" part of the
town looks nicer/more
maintained than when I first
moved here.
“Some things have not
improved, same number of
parks no walking/biking paths.
Some things have gotten worse,
traffic along 66, the streets in
town need some serious
repair/replacement in sections,
and sidewalks are desperately
needed down Grand.”

“The lack of
commercial/restaurant
property/care for commercial
property we already have;
meaning cleaner stores,
affordable prices on items in
stores. Better police presence,
better traffic control, having
truck traffic elsewhere rather
than through Grand Ave.”
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Positive Changes Over Time
Open Ended Comments
174 residents responded
to the question, “Thinking
back over the last 10
years, or over the time
you have lived in town,
what changes or
improvements have
positively contributed to
the community as a
whole?”
Common themes
included amenities such
as the Dollar General
and 7-11, community
events and connections,
and pedestrian
infrastructure and
improvements.

Source: WordArt.com
“The addition of the
sidewalks is nice, as is the
business in the strip mall by
dollar general and the 7-11.
The senior center additions
seems to help with town
morale and the Veterans
Memorial was a big
achievement.”

“Town leadership
(mayor and town
manager) with
future vision has
been great!”

“I think the 7/11 has contributed
a lot of good tax revenue and it
is nice to have a store open
later. I love that the town
approved Silver Spurs outdoor
patio expansion. The barber
shop and new gym that opened
on main is also a good sign that
main street is bringing in more
business and revenue.”

“I have seen an overall
increase in community
activities and events, and I
think that's a great benefit
to the community as a
whole.”
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Suggestions for Future Improvements
Open Ended Comments

Below are residents’ responses to the question “Looking to the future (the next 5-10 years), what single suggestion or improvement
would you make that would most benefit the community as a whole?” General categories from the 194 responses making suggestions
included: the Downtown, housing, addition of a grocery store, more community activities, and overall growth.

Grocery
Store

Downtown
“Don't get too big. I
enjoy the small-town
feel.”

“Downtown (Old
town) development
and redevelopment.
Make Main Street
appealing to see but
also to thrive with
new business.”

Housing

“A grocery store; we
have to drive 20-45
minutes to gain
access to
everything/anything,
real life.”

“To attract more community
members, you have to have
something they want, have
something to offer. Safety,
community, comfort, activities
(for ALL ages and stages). A
town to live in needs to be
more than a place that you
sleep. It needs to be where you
live and love.”

Activities
and
Community

Growth

“Strategic Growth that
inspires community
development, light
commercial/industry,
and make Platteville a
destination location!”
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Positive Attributes of Living in Platteville
•

Based on the list
provided, the top four
positive attributes to
living in Platteville are
the small-town feel,
small town but with
proximity to other
cities, quiet
community and
friendly people.

•

Attributes that are
relatively less likely to
be identified included:
proximity to
employment, parks
and recreational
opportunities and
Family Legacy.
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Top Two Best Aspects of Living in Platteville: #1
Platteville’s greatest asset was most identified as its small-town feel. The UGA respondents, however, feel stronger
towards open lands and family legacy.
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Top Two Best Aspects of Living in Platteville: #2
The second greatest asset also focused largely on the small town and quiet community atmosphere of Platteville.
Respondents also agree that they appreciate the central location along US 85 and proximity to other cities.
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The Environment, Resources and Sustainability

Prioritization of Future Water Availability
Virtually all respondents, including residents and UGA residents, agree that planning for future water
availability should be a top priority. A total of 95% rated it as a 3 or 4 with 4 being “top priority”.
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Prioritization of Future Water Availability
By Location in Platteville

Looking at the topic of planning for future water availability by location in Platteville, respondents from all
areas show high levels of support for making it a top priority (50 – 70%).
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Priority Ranking of Water Related Efforts
 Most respondents feel
that an adequate and
suitable water supply
should be the first
priority for the Town,
followed by water
conservation efforts
and water systems
planning.
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Attitude Towards Native Landscaping Efforts
Respondents from the Town of Platteville and the UGA are somewhat divided on how likely they would be to participate
in incentive or rebate programs to replace turf lawn with native vegetation, with 55% of residents saying they are likely
to participate and 30% saying they are unlikely to do so. Residents in the UGA might not be eligible for such a
program, but there is interest from this group as well.
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Water Availability
Open-ended Comments

64 additional comments provided by residents on water availability included ideas for water conservation, concerns
about affordability and usage, and opinions on water use with future development.

Water Conservation

Affordability

Usage

Development

Residents largely agreed on the
importance of conserving water
considering Colorado’s climate and the
future of the water supply.

Water bills were referenced as high,
and keeping the resource at an
affordable cost in the future is a
priority for residents.

Residents are concerned with using
too much water for unnecessary
reasons, and for expanding the water
usage rates.

It was common among the comments
for residents to express concern with
the source of water for new
developments.

“I think a focus on water
management and
maintenance would do us
good in the future in
addition to future proofing
our towns water supply.”

“Water is expensive in
Platteville and only
continues to soar. Our
community seems to be a
lower income community,
what can we do to minimize
the continuing hike of water
costs?”

“Keep the town small so we
can keep our water. I know
our water is so expensive
and we put in grass that
requires less water for that
reason. We would do what
we can to conserve for our
community.”

“If developers do not bring
adequate water supply for
building, they should not be
allowed to build in the
town.”
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Environmental Sustainability Programs
The survey asked respondents to rank environmental programs that should be given the greatest emphasis.
Water conservation rated highest, followed by maintaining the tree canopy. Energy efficiency and renewable
sources and solar energy ranked near the bottom of the list.
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Future Environmental Efforts and Programs
Open-ended Comments

Residents were asked for comments concerning future environmental efforts and initiatives for Platteville. Out of
the 37 suggestions received, a recycling option and center for residents becomes a big priority in Platteville, as
well as sustainable water management practices. More trees, native landscaping, and policy aimed at a more
environmentally-friendly town in the future were also common themes among the comments.

Source: WordArt.com

26

Transportation Enhancements in Platteville

Transportation Planning Priorities
Trails and Connectivity

Respondents rated their priorities toward several transportation options for the Town of Platteville. The highest
rated choice was to “Pursue bus/transportation options of seniors and people needing assistance.” However, all
choices received over 29% levels of priority support (ratings of 4 or 5) from residents of Platteville.
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Transportation Planning Priorities
Investments to Address Safety and Vehicles

As shown below, two categories of transportation planning received especially high ratings from both residents of
the town and the UGA. These included reducing traffic congestion and partnering with other agencies on regional
transportation systems.
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The Future of Transportation in Platteville
Open Ended Comments

The 42 comments surrounding transportation priorities generally centered around five themes. Residents in Platteville
would like to see improved roads, bike and pedestrian networks, and public transportation options. Better management of
traffic and incentives for electric vehicles would also improve transportation experiences.

Roads

Repair

Access
More
Trails

Rail
Route

Traffic
Bus
Route
Services

Intersections

Public
Transport

Bikes
Safety

Charge
Stations

Signals

Congestion

Parking
Control

Electric
Vehicles

Future

Incentives
for
purchase
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Growth and Economic Development Opportunities

Agreement with Voluntary Expansion
More residents agree or strongly agree (35%) that Platteville should allow voluntary expansion. 25% of residents do
not support voluntary expansion. A considerable number of respondents did not have a preference.
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Agreement with Voluntary Expansion
The Town of Platteville and Southwest UGA hold more supporters than opposition of voluntary expansion per capita.
Eastern UGA holds strong supporters of voluntary expansion. Northwest UGA holds stronger opposition of voluntary
expansion than other areas.
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Attitude Towards Rate of Growth in Platteville
Respondents believe the growth of retail businesses, restaurants, and senior housing has not been adequate. Many
believe that oil and gas development, single family residences, and heavy industry have grown a reasonable amount.
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Concerns with Increased Growth
Open Ended Comments

There were some general concerns around increased growth and management in Platteville, especially concerning
commercial growth, housing, the speed of growth and management of resources. 46 residents provided comments.

Commercial Use

o“Too much industrial
development making for unsafe
travel within town limits and
accessing highways 85 & 66. This
is a concern with highway 66 so
close to the elementary school.
Platteville has lost that small town
clean feel.”
o“Platteville doesn't have the
business to support multi family
housing yet.”

Housing

“More expensive housing than
needed in a small town. Could
really use affordable housing for
seniors or apartments.”
“Apartments and condos seem to
increase population and parking
and overtax infrastructure.”

Growth Rate

“I moved to Platteville to get out of
the city. Platteville continues to
grow it will be just like another city.
From the city will move to
Platteville to get out of the city but
at the same time they will bring the
city to Platteville. Keep the city out
of Platteville!”
“Too much growth and the wrong
kind of growth will ruin the
community. From a safety,
infrastructure, well-being and
environmental standpoint.”

Resources

“We don't have enough water and
we want to keep our town small as
well as keep crime down. We also
don't want more taxes or prices of
homes etc to go up.”
“We have so much oil and gas
development that it is increasing
pollution. We need to be
conscientious about the
environmental impacts of the oil
and gas industry.”
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Priorities for an Economic Development Plan
 Nearly every
example of
economic
development
received priority
support from
respondents.
•

The most popular
actions are
retaining and
expanding local
restaurants and
maintaining the
downtown
business core.

36

Additional Business and Service Needs
Open Ended Comments

The word cloud below displays several common words among the 99 comments for additional business and service
needs in the Town of Platteville.
 Residents would like to
see the addition of a
larger grocery store in
town.
 An improved recreation
center or added
recreation programs
would make families and
seniors happy.
 More restaurants or
attractions on Main Street
would bring life to the
downtown.

Source: WordArt.com
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Housing Options for a Range of Income Levels in
Platteville and the Region

Attitudes Toward Existing Residence Types
 Residents believe
that a range of
housing for older
adults and seniors
could use some
support.
 According to
about a third of
residents, the
number of
modular and
mobile homes is
too high.
 Most residents
agree that there is
an adequate
number of patio
homes and alley
loaded homes.
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Top Two Types of Housing for Future Needs
Like previous responses, the residents of Platteville and UGA would prefer an emphasis on housing for seniors and
older adults. Residents of the Urban Growth Area would like to see more lower density homes on larger estate lots.
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Housing Type for Current Needs
Lower density homes are popular amongst residents of both Platteville and the UGA.
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Housing Options in Platteville
Open Ended Comments

Residents were asked for additional comments concerning Platteville’s future housing options. Out of 41 comments, the
three main themes included topics related to: development, economic resources, and community as illustrated below.

Pace of
Development

“Please don’t grow. I love our small
town. If something had to go in,
please make it small. Small assisted
living for our seniors with bus access
for medical care. A small living center
for our youth just starting out. No
apartments or housing
developments. We moved here for a
small-town feel, please keep it that
way!”

“Platteville should work with higher
levels of government to offer more
affordable housing since the median
home price is almost if not
$400,000.”

Economic
Resources

Community

“Housing growth should improve the
area. Apartments, low-income
housing and tiny homes give a rundown look and feel (look at bigger
cities) while private homes on larger
lots or homes around say a golf
course give a better appearance and
feel.”
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Agreement with the Town Vision Statement
Many respondents feel that the Town of Platteville’s vision statement holds true, with 65% of respondents
agreeing that the statement fits the town well. Only 12% of respondents do not agree that the vision
statement fits the town.
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Agreement with the Town Vision Statement
By Time in Platteville

Residents of Platteville largely agree that the vision statement holds true for the town, new residents are especially likely to
support the current statement..
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Agreement with the Town Vision Statement
By Age

Although sample size is small, when the vision statement is considered by age of respondents, residents
75 years or older are especially likely to strongly agree with the vision statement. Overall, there is no clear
pattern of agreement or disagreement for the statement based on age of respondents.
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Possible Changes to Platteville Vision Statement
Open-ended Comments

The residents that chose to change the Platteville vision statement focused around three main themes of
alternatives: innovation, local culture, and commerce. 34 comments were entered. Within their themes are
specific suggestions, as follows:

Innovation

Local Culture

Commerce

Citizens aim for responsible, well
planned growth patterns. Growth that
will add value and services to the town
will be appreciated.

The small town presence and
atmosphere is highly valued by
Platteville’s residents.

Residents acknowledge the main
economic contributors to the town
over time: the Oil & Gas industries.

“We are committed to
growing and being
innovative, collaborative and
creative with a full
appreciation of our location
and heritage."

“We are committed to
maintaining a full
appreciation of our heritage,
including agriculture and
energy production services
through collaborative and
creative means.”

“We are committed to supporting
local commerce and those that
call Platteville home through
innovation, collaboration and
creativity with a appreciation of
our location and heritage which
includes agriculture, energy
production and friendly
residents.”
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Community Priorities

Priority of Listed Improvements
High priority improvements for the future among the respondents are acquisition and protection of open lands and
maintenance of the town’s current size and character. Working cooperatively with schools/joint use of facilities is also a
high priority action.
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Top Priorities for Platteville
Maintaining the Town’s current size and character was a high priority among respondents. Providing arts and
cultural opportunities was least identified.
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Top Priorities for Platteville
By Location in Platteville

Residents in the
Town of Platteville
prefer to prioritize
maintaining the
current size and
character of the
town.
Respondents in the
Southwestern and
Northwestern UGA
prefer property
maintenance and
code enforcement.
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Priorities for Platteville
Open Ended Comments

Platteville residents have a desire to preserve their small-town culture and character, improve facilities and services, and
manage growth and resources responsibly as the community moves into the future. 21 respondents provided comments.

“We live here for
our small-town
community. If
improvements
should be made it
should be to our
existing buildings.”

Growth

“I know growth can
be scary, but there
is a way to maintain
the small town feel
and also add to our
community in a
good way!”

“We need to be
more. For all ages
and stages. We
should not be a
place where people
just sleep. We
should be a town
where people live
their lives.”

“Hopefully
Platteville doesn't
lose its appeal
which is why many
people love this
town.”

Services

Recreation

“I would like to
see a rec center
for the
community”

“Other areas have
a pool/therapy
pool/hot tub/lazy
river within the
community center
for those with
mobility or joint
issues. “
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Communication

Satisfaction with Information Sources
Residents in Platteville are generally satisfied with the Utility Bill newsletter to inform citizens, but also favor social
media and Everbridge phone system. Residents in the Urban Growth Area are most satisfied with social media but
are not as satisfied with the Utility Bill Newsletter or postings at Town Hall.
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Preferred Communication Method
Nearly all residents stated that the utility bill newsletter, Everbridge phone system, or social media are their preferences to
receive information about Platteville.
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Preferred Communication Method
By Age

The younger residents of Platteville primarily use social media to receive news. Older generations favor the
newsletter or phone system.
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Suggestions for Improved Communication
Open Ended Comments

Many residents like the idea of a town newsletter, either over email or by mail. Social media posts with information
about town events or improvements would be appreciated as well. Below is a word cloud, created from 25
comments, of other key ideas for improvements and ideas mentioned by residents.

Source: WordArt.com
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Demographics

Age
Most residents are between the ages of 35 and 54. The Urban Growth Area skews a bit younger than the Town of Platteville.
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Ethnicity & Race
Most of the respondents are White and not of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin.
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Residence Ownership & Business Operation
Many residents own or rent their residence in Platteville. Around 17% of households own or operate a business in Platteville.
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Household Makeup
There is an equal number of respondents with children in the household, as there are households without children.
11% of respondents live in a multigenerational home.
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Employment and Location of Work
Adult #1

A third of these residents work remotely from home or in Platteville, while about 60% of residents commute
elsewhere to work. 14% of respondents are retired.
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Employment and Location of Work
Adult #2

Of the second respondent listed in the survey, 16% work in Platteville or work remotely. Around half commute
elsewhere to work, and a fifth of respondents are retired.
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Employment and Location of Work
Adult #2

Few households listed a third adult on the survey, but about one-fifth of these third adults work in Platteville or remotely.
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